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Matthew 5: 1-12 

  

We celebrate and remember the saints because they show us examples, often 

heroic in following Jesus. Following Christ is costly. Though there is joy there 

is also sacrifice. Choosing Christ always means choosing him rather than other 

things. Those things are different for different people, and at different stages of 

life. But chooses are to be made. And then life an authentic Christian life with 

His help. 

 

The values which Jesus affirms in the Sermon of the Mount are rather like 

preview of eternal life? That life we are called to start living here and now, as a 

glimpse of that limitless future. 

 

The beatitudes will turn things upside if they are lived. It takes a brave and 

adventurous spirit to set out to walk the way of Christ, as well as talk the talk. 

   

Blessed are the poor, blessed are the sorrowful, blessed are the meek, blessed are 

the merciful, blessed are the pure in heart, blessed are the peacemakers? 

  

Contrast that in our hedonistic self-assertive and violent world, and see how far 

you get. Once again, Jesus is turning the values of the world upside down. 

  

The word saint originally meant holy ones - those set apart for the Way of Christ. 

Those who by baptism and intent follow His way; so all Christians, you and me. 

The New Testament later refer to the saints in Corinth or Philippi which in effect 

means the Christian community there. This particular meaning of saint has never 

been superseded. We in our local Christian community are the saints set apart, not 

because of our own holiness (which is very clear), but because of His. 

  

However it has an additional meaning referring to heroes of the Christian story. 

The saints are those who attempt to live the way of  Jesus, as far as possible. 

Rarely are they popular in their day. 

  

When we use the description All Saints today use the word saints, we are not only 

thinking of those great saints who inhabit the Christian imagination,  but also the 

vast number of unknown saints.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Only God knows how many Christians just disappeared, their deeds unrecorded, 

into the dust of history. Some were dealt with violently, others sent (or had to 

escape) into exile, many died in poverty and were buried in an unmarked pauper’s 

grave. For some these things are happening as I am speaking to you. 

  

Usually such people are loved by a few but either ignored or mocked by 

many.  That is commonly the lot of saints. 

  

Like St Claire and St Francis, they did what they did in spite of hostility from 

those who had much invested in the status quo. Like her work with the socially 

disadvantaged was not welcomed by those in power; and that included those with 

ecclesiastical clout 

  

Little has changed today. There are countless ordinary saints around us who have 

said yes to the spirit and word of the beatitudes. Those who in one way or another 

have suffered hurt, rejection, or sophisticated disdain, because of their loyalty in 

following the Lord Jesus. Rarely do such people make it into the news. 

  

Most certainly do not pay much attention to their hurts; bitterness is not for them. 

They just get on with doing the Jesus thing to the best of their ability. 

  

In contrast, we have exponents of another form of Christianity today, which 

expects to be popular, successfull, healthy and financially prosperous. To state the 

obvious, this way does not seem consistent with the beatitudes read today, or 

indeed true to the lives of the early Christian leaders. 

 

And for the rest of us, the faithful in our local church community?  

 

On this day we remember and celebrate that myriad company of saints known 

only to God. We are members of that company. May they inspire us to live out our 

Christian lives faithfully in our own situations, today, in this local community, 

with the threat of Covid and all the other complications of this modern life.                            

May they inspire us in our following of Christ. 

  

 

Today we remember all the saints; including those whose lives touched ours with 

special blessing.  

 

As many of them died for Christ, so may we live for Him. Amen 


