
St Michael and All Angels:Cathedral  27 September 2020:                                                        

Daniel 7:9-10,13-14; Psalm 138; Revelation 12:7-12a; John 1:45-51 

 

O God pour into our hearts such love toward you, that we loving you above all things may 

obtain your promises which exceed all that we can desire through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

Now and again things may seem topsy turvy. You mightn't be well or someone close to you 

might be very ill. Sometimes too when we move house or take up another job things may 

seem a bit strange. Ever had that happen? Of course it would be true at the present time with 

this Covid pandemic. After all we can't even see the bug. So unlike a fly or mosquito we 

can't even swat it! 

 

Today on this St Michael and All Angels celebration we are encouraged to come face to face 

with considering who is this God that we worship? Is God really in charge? And to tease us 

out of our complacency we are introduced today to a set of readings that shift from narrative 

to apocalyptic visions. Oh no said the congregation we've had to put up with enough with 

this invisible bug. Get me out of here! Please hear me out. And after all you have known me 

for some time – some of you for more than 50 years! So what is an apocalypse? It means a  

vision by God revealing that whatever troubles we may be experiencing they are not going 

to last forever. God in his own good time will intervene and destroy evil. So be encouraged! 

 

In the passage from the OT God's plans for the present as well as the future are revealed to 

Daniel. Yes, there will be suffering for God's people but they have the assurance that their 

hope in God will not be in vain. When suffering and evil occur we are to understand that 

even these things fulfill God's purpose. Despite how hard things may be God has set up a 

universe where good triumphs in the end. 

 

As Daniel saw in his vision there was no horror or fear, no turbulent wind or crashing of 

waves. Instead of chaos there was order and dignity. Serenely God, the Ancent of Days, took 

his seat. Daniel wrote: “thrones were set up while I was watching, and the Eternal God took 

his place. His clothing and his hair were white as snow. His throne was a blazing fire with 

fiery wheels, and flames were dashing out from all around him. Countless thousands were 

standing there to serve him. The time of judgement began and the books were opened.”    

The nations may seem to be autonomous and out of control but in reality God was not 

asleep or absent. God was reigning and judging. 

 

As for Daniel's vision, more was revealed - one like a human being; here is a reference to 

the Messiah as the Son of Man, a title that Jesus applied to himself. And as the vision 

continues we are told: “To him was given dominion and glory and kingship, that all peoples, 

nations, and languages should serve him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that shall 

not pass away, and his kingship is one that shall never be destroyed.” That truth is acclaimed 

in the hymn “At the name of Jesus”: “At the name of Jesus every knee shall bow, every 

tongue confess him King of glory now: this the Father's pleasure that we call him Lord, who 

from the beginning was the mighty word.” 

 

 

 

 



 

                                                                  2. 

But anyone casting their mind back over history can see some big casualties as if God was 

not in charge. One casualty was the failure of the Jewish race to trust the promises of God 

and be a blessing to others. But God did work out his promises that were fulfilled in the 

Lord Jesus Christ. Here in Jesus is one who would not force the will of God but simply by 

invitation asked people to trust in God. Jesus prepared the way for men and women of faith 

– you and me included  - to go God's way and not their own. Is that easy? Often not. Think 

of the Apostle Matthew that Canon Peter preached so convincingly about last week. Who 

could have dreamt that this man, tax collector that he was would turn his back on his 

lucrative trade and follow Jesus. 

 

And of course in our readings today in addition to the Book of Daniel the NT reading from 

the Revelation of John the divine is also apocalyptic. The little vision we heard read from  

ch 12 teaches that we are caught up in a wider conflict than the one we see around us. John 

is speaking about spiritual forces, but the conflict is not simply one between demons and 

humans. Angelic forces are also engaged. These struggles are not to be shrugged off as 

insignificant. They are part of the great conflict between good and evil. 

 

In John's vision he sees Michael as the head of the heavenly host defeating the dragon.  

Hence the title of today's festival “St Michael and All Angels”. Satan, which is the old name 

for the devil, is hurled down. This is the adversary, doing all to usurp all that God desires. 

This name for the evil one would have made a specially strong impact in the first century. 

It's because there was a well-hated figure who was a paid informer, making his living by 

accusing people and bringing them before the authorities. In addition to accusing and 

slandering, the evil one deceives. “Did God really say that?” Yes, it is the devil who leads 

the whole world astray. So in this vision given by God to John, we see Satan cast out and his 

angels are cast out with him. 

 

John hears another voice and this time it is a song of triumph because Satan has been 

overthrown.. “Then I heard a loud voice in heaven proclaiming, 'Now have come the 

salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Messiah, for 

the accuser of our comrades has been thrown down, who accuses them day and night before 

our God. But they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their 

testimony, for they did not cling to life even in the face of death.” 

 

That other well known hymn which will be sung today is “Rock of ages” which speaks to us 

all of the hope centred in the Lord Jesus Christ. For those first century Christians to whom 

John was writing they took great comfort in the hope that they had in the Lord Jesus; so that 

no matter what would happen to them, even if they were martyred (and many were) they 

were safe eternally with God. It's a truth for all people for all ages who trust in the Lord 

Jesus. As the hymn reminds us: “While I draw this fleeting breath, when my eyelids close in 

death, when I soar through tracts unknown, see thee on thy judgement throne, Rock of ages, 

cleft for me, let me hide myself in thee.” 
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One reason why we may doubt God's power is because the world around us looks out of 

control. We find ourselves caught in the vice-like grip of forces that seem to be the ones in 

charge.. Yes, we may understand to some extent natural forces that can bring calamity. But it 

is in the areas of politics, economics and disease that can beset us – and dare I say, spiritual 

forces. 

 

As Christians we believe that there is a God who is in control of what seems uncontrollable. 

Of course Jesus came to show his power over such forces. There is One who is seated in 

judgement and before whom all lives are open. He has a plan and purpose for this world and 

will assuredly bring it to pass. We may not always perceive God's presence but God is not 

asleep or absent. In contrast to chaos God will bring order. It will be eternal rather than 

temporary. And in the Lord we can have complete confidence. As we are reminded in Psalm 

138 “I will give you thanks, O Lord, with my whole heart: even before the gods will I sing 

your praises. I will bow down toward your holy temple and give thanks to your name: 

because of your faithfulness and your loving kindness, for you have made your name and 

your word supreme over all things. At a time when I called to you, you gave me answer: and 

put new strength within my soul.” 

 

You and I can play our part in the purposes of God. It might not be like a complete 

transformation like the Apostle Matthew had. But God uses all who repent and believe; 

trusting that God's purposes are right and knowing in their heart that in the end God's will, 

will be done on earth as in heaven. It only takes a response to Jesus, like the response we 

heard in today's gospel by Phillip when Jesus found Philip and said to him, 'Follow me.” 

And here immediately is Philip's testimony. “Philip found Nathaniel and said to him, 'we 

have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote: Jesus from 

Nazareth.” Can this be your testimony today to others around you?  And even if you get a 

negative reaction, like Philip did from Nathanael, your testimony can have good effect. 

Philip was not going to be put off. He then said to Nathanuel: 'Come and see.' And what 

about Nathanuel. He was quite unlike Matthew the tax collector. In fact I think that 

Nathanuel (thought to be Bartholomew) was a pretty good guy. When Jesus saw him 

coming towards him he said: “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit.” 

 

What a contrast of characters we see in Matthew and Nathanuel. But both needed to heed 

Jesus' call to follow him. So whether people around us are good or bad al need to follow 

Jesus and put their trust in him. As we do so we will be truly blessed – and so will the world 

around us. It means that political or economic disasters, disease or invisible pandemics don't 

have to have the last word. And who knows? Through it all God may indeed even use us to 

bring God's blessings to others around you. 

 

Let us pray: Into your hands Lord we commit all the problems which seem insoluble, in 

sure and certain hope that they are not the last word; for in you do we trust. Here and now 

we lay all in your hands. Amen. 

 

Canon Kevin Stone 


