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Deut 34:1-12; Ps 90:1-6,13-17; 1 Thess 2:1-13; Matt 22:34-46 

 

Lord, open our hearts to your Word as your Word is opened to our hearts. Amen 

When you are thinking to begin a new work there are essential principles you need to adhere 

to. Think for a moment about bird watching, something I enjoy doing. There's nothing better 

than getting up early to see what is happening among our feathered friends. And it's pretty 

important to be fairly quiet. And clothes which merge with the environment rather anything 

bright and colourful is also important. And of course all these principles apply for as long as 

you keep twitching. 

 

But what if you had to begin a new church, what would you do? Well, our advantage is that 

today's epistle from 1 Thessalonians gives us plenty of clues. The good thing for St Paul is 

that the people he came to minister to knew he was no imposter. The success of his mission, 

despite sustained opposition was due in large part to Paul's courage which of course was 

inspired by God. Paul had taken his fair share of beatings and imprisonments. You think 

because of that he would have been put off. But not Paul. He persisted in his mission, for 

one reason. God had entrusted him with the gospel and he must please God. The approval of 

God was more important than the success of the mission. But the success of the mission 

offered the necessary proof that the apostle's message was true. 

 

Paul had refused to resort to flattery or to seek his own gain or glory. On the contrary he had 

established that quality of tender affection that a mother would show to the child she 

nourishes. Of course it was an act of obedience to God for Paul to share the gospel with the 

Thessalonians. It became an act of love when the apostle and those with him gave 

themselves wholeheartedly to this young church. Paul shows how disciplined he was as he 

exhibits his authority with deep affection. Chiefly you see here a pastor who endures 

persecution in order to honour Christ. Any rumours of greed could not be levelled against 

him. Paul could remind the Thessalonians that he had toiled arduously during his time spent 

with them preaching the gospel. His conduct had been impeccable before God and the 

people. Any standard lower than this would have been inconsistent with the solemn charge 

to live a life worthy of God. Already we have seen that his affection towards them could be 

compared with a mother towards her infant child. Paul then appeals to the image of a father 

with his children expressing the moral earnestness and authority that a father has over his 

children. 

 

Paul has been sensitive to the particular needs of individuals and had adjusted his approval 

accordingly. With those who were hesitant he employed words to urge them on; to the faint-

hearted he provided encouragement; with the weak he did not hesitate to command. His 

concern was always to help each believer live a life worthy of God. Paul wanted these new 

converts to give thanks to God for His grace and to express an eager desire to experience 

fully what God had prepared for those who love Him. In a wonderful way we heard read in 

this concluding verse in today's epistle. “We also constantly give thanks to God for this, that 

when you received the word of God that you heard from us, you accepted it, not as a human 

word but what it really is, God's word, which is also at work in you believers.” What we see 

here as essential in a new church is also essential for any church.  
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It's essential for us as leaders and believers to follow Paul's pattern which was first of all to 

please God. This truth is affirmed in one of today's hymns by George Currie Martin: “Your 

words to me are life and health; pour strength into my soul; enable, guide, and teach my 

heart to reach its perfect goal.” 

 

In addition to having courage, Paul showed tender and at times deep affection in his 

ministry. His conduct was above reproach. His concern was to help each believer live a life 

worthy of God. Every believer has so much to be thankful. That is why the Psalmist could 

write: “Lord, you have been our refuge: from one generation to another. Before the 

mountains were born or the earth and the world were brought to be: from eternity to eternity  

you are God.”  

 

Here is both a challenge as well as an encouragement for us all as we ponder the importance 

of God's word. It's wonderful that the holy scriptures are read in all our services of worship. 

Those same readings can be read again in the privacy of our own homes and will give us 

cause to reflect on the preaching based on those scriptures. There is also the opportunity to  

follow the day by day lectionary readings; others may enjoy the readings and reflection 

provided by the Bible Reading Fellowship or the Scripture Union. Creating your own time 

and space for regular prayer and Bible reading is an excellent way of growing in grace and 

in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

I cannot speak more highly of the importance of regular Bible reading. And if we are really 

serious about serving the Lord; what better way to do so than being regularly in touch with 

God's word. We read in 2 Timothy that all scripture is “inspired by God and is profitable for 

teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness.” (3:16)  And then 

what should be the outcome? “So that everyone who belongs to God may be proficient, 

equipped for every good work.” Recent Bible surveys across the Australian churches have 

found that so many things can squeeze out our time with God. But a Chinese pastor, called 

Leland Wang says: “I adopted a 'No Bible, No Breakfast” as a motto for my Christian life 

many years ago. I don't use it as a law, but I use it as a motto to encourage me so that I may 

be regular with my reading of the Bible.” 

 

Last week I had the privilege of attending on line the National Prayer Breakfast from 

Parliament House Canberra. I was very taken with the main speaker's address. This was 

Meredith Lake who spoke about the cultural history of the Bible in Australia. Almost right 

from the beginning of European occupation in Australia the Bible has been used to point all 

people to trust the Saviour. Meredith Lake records in her book, 'The Bible in Australia' the 

wonderful story of people reading the scriptures and learning the essential message of 

salvation in and through the Lord Jesus Christ. And as we ourselves read and reflect on the 

scriptures we will also grow in our understanding of Jesus' commands to “Love the Lord 

your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind; and you shall 

love your neighbour as yourself.” 
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So whether you are a beginner in bird watching or an experienced twitcher, the principles 

are the same. And it is true too for leaders or beginners in the Christian faith; the Word of 

God needs to be regularly read and reflected upon for effective service. As the hymn by 

William Watkins Reid reminds us: “Help us O Lord, to learn the truths your word imparts: 

to study that your laws may be inscribed upon our hearts. Help us, O Lord to live the faith 

which we proclaim, that all our thoughts and words and deeds may glorify your name. Help 

us O Lord, to teach the beauty of your ways, that all who seek may find the Christ, and live 

a life of praise.” 

 

Let us pray: Blessed Lord you have caused all holy scripture to be written for our learning; 

grant that we may so hear, read, mark, learn and inwardly digest them, that by patience and 

comfort of your holy word we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of 

everlasting life, which you have given to us in your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


