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Fourth Sunday of Advent         December 20, 2020  Dean Phillip Saunders 

 
 
When I was in another parish, I was the ecumenical co-ordinator for Special Religious 
Education in schools; I was part of a committee who were arranging a Christmas event. 
We were planning a form of service and we were deciding what picture or design we 
would put at the top.  
 
I suggested that we have simple drawing of Mother and Child. One of the other 
participants said, “Do we have to have Mary in it”? – At Christmas?  It is as if some 
Christians would like Jesus to have been born from a test tube! 
 
I can understand the historical reaction the extreme devotion to Mary, but to exclude 
Mary is not only unbiblical, it misses the point. The fact that Jesus has a mother says 
something about who He is.  
 
Since the Protestant Reformation there has been a tendency in some circles to ignore the 
significance of Mary, the mother of Jesus, in the story of our salvation. Jesus had a 
mother.  
 
Jesus experienced the human condition; He was human as we are. He was born as we 
are.  
 
Jesus was no Greek god come to earth, no superhero with superpowers. 
 
He was human as we are, but totally open to God. That is far more uncomfortable for 
us to grapple with. That is why his death still is significant. 
 
There were hundreds of thousands of people barbarically crucified in the Roman empire, 
but only one whose death was redemptive. Because of who he was. His life, his ministry, 
and yes, his birth are all of a piece. He takes that all to the cross.  
 
Speaking to a friend of mine a while ago I mentioned  that we are celebrating a feast of 
Mary. He said, - she isn’t mentioned much in the bible. -  What?  
 
She was mentioned at the announcement of the angel, she makes the great Gospel 
proclamation of the Magnifcat, (My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord!). 
She was with Jesus in his early life, with Jesus presented the temple, and later with 
Joseph looking for Him when he was twelve years old in the Temple. 
 
She is mentioned during Jesus ministry, She is at the cross, right there, when the men 
stand far off. She is in the Upper Room, she is mentioned as being present at the coming 
of the spirit at Pentecost. She is mentioned in Paul and Peter’s letters.  
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Paul’s Letter to the Galatians tells us that by being born of a woman, born under the 
law, the son of God fully participates in the human condition. He is one of us, The very 

fact of Mary’s physicality, her embodiedness, and therefore Jesus’ own body, is the link 
between God and humanity.  
Through this link Paul writes that we become heirs of Christ, and can intimately 
understand God as Abba, the way her Son understood His Father. 
  
Then there is the Christmas story. It is worth noting that in this gospel the shepherds, 
considered among the marginalized, the poor, the outsider, are those first informed of 

Christ’s birth, and who first visit the infant Jesus. It is the outsider who bears the good 
news of what the angels have announced: that the Saviour, the Messiah, the Lord, has 
been born.  
 
In the Scriptures it is often the poor and outsider who is chosen. The Youngest son who 
is looking after the sheep who becomes the great king. The woman Debora who leads 
troops in Judges. Amos a shepherd who becomes a prophet.  In fact the prophets 
describe people of Israel as a most insignificant tribe - that is why they were chosen in 
the first place.  
 
It is the peasant girl from the hill country of Nazareth that is chosen as the mother of 
the Lord Jesus. Mary was not merely informed, she was asked - she could have answered 
no. 
 
In Luke’s first book, his Gospel, Mary hears the good news and ponders it in her heart, 
and responds to it. Her heart becomes the place of discovering Jesus, and who he truly 
is. As our own hearts, our interior life must become that place of saying yes, centred on 
that process of pondering who that child now born to us really is and responding. 
  
We make a major mistake if we think that from the moment of the Annunciation Mary 
understood, the full significance what she was getting into. Mary pondered on who that 

child would be from her “Yes” at the Annunciation, when the baby who was  God 
incarnate began to grow within her, to his birth and infancy, his youth, maturing, leaving 
home; her hearing about him from others, hearing about what he had said, what he had 
done; the healings, the confrontations, the way of the cross, seeing him nailed to the 
cross. 
 

And each step of the way, she had to keep saying “yes”, ever and more deeply 
understanding what her response meant.. She grew in knowing him, in understanding 
the mystery of God Incarnate. We too must ponder that Word in scripture, that Word in 
each other, that Word in the created world around us. The Word moving b the Spirit 
among us. 
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 This is needed by all of as we finish off this strange, dangerous and confusing year. 
There seems to be a light dawning a promising end to the pandemic, but not yet. We 
need to keep persevering, taking the Christ with us every day. 
 
 
 

Reflection calls for response. Mary’s response to God ought not to be thought of as 
simply a choice between right and wrong, good or bad, some sort of ethical or moral 
decision. Nor should our choices be only that. Mary gives us an example of what our 
choice as Christians really implies: that each genuine choice we make reveals who we are 
and is not simply what we do.  
 
In our choices, we act out of our self, and tell of our self. Christian, human, freedom of 
choice is not about choosing which film we will go to see, or what we will wear, or what 
we will own: it is about how we reveal and define ourselves on that journey to God. 
  

Mary’s choice it stemmed from who she was and who she knew herself to be as a 
daughter of Israel, a child of God. 
  
Mary is blessed of all women, and as the great Old Testament blessing tells us - God will 
smile upon those he loves and who love him, that his face will shine upon them.  
 
 
May God bless you also as we gather around the birth of Jesus, God with us. Amen.    


