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Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost  … 30 August  2020   Dean Phillip Saunders 

  

 “What profit shall there be if a man can buy the whole world, yet lose his own 

soul?              

   What is there in this world that is worth his very soul?” 

  

Plain speaking by Jesus.  

  

It was spoken after an incident in which Peter was fiercely rebuked by Jesus.                          

 

It happened in the aftermath of Peter’s confession of faith. Jesus had asked: “Who do 

you say that I really am?” 

  

Peter at that moment had a flash of light, and declared that Jesus was truly the Son of the 

living God. 

  

Then it was time for Jesus to move the disciples on in their spiritual pilgrimage. He 

warned the disciples that things were not going to go well in Jerusalem. In the Holy City 

he would be dealt suffering and abuse. The leaders of temple and synagogue were already 

conspiring together. Jesus would be dragged off and executed.  

 

And on the third day he would rise again. 

  

Interesting that the disciples hardly heard the last part. 

  

What they did hear, and did not want to hear, was that suffering and death lay ahead for 

their leader - and there were implications for them too - if the Master received such 

treatment, what about his followers? 

  

Peter would not stand for such pessimistic thinking by Jesus. How could the Son of the 

living God, ever become despised and rejected?  

 

It did not fit in at all with the thinking of the day about the glorious, triumphant Son of 

God, defeating the hated Romans and reigning in glory, and of course, who would want 

this awful fate for his much loved friend and leader? 

 

So Peter turned to Jesus and in the heat of the moment he berated Jesus:  

“Nothing could be further from the truth, Lord. That kind of thing shall not happen to 

you.” 

  

This drew a stinging rebuke from Jesus. 

Jesus spun around and spoke to Peter." You Satan, get away from me. You offend me.                               

Your thoughts are set not by God but by men.” 
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Sermon continues…… 

Peter was stunned, and for once, lost for words. 

  

Jesus goes on to talk about the cost of discipleship.  

  

He speaks about self-denial and carrying a cross.  

 

Whoever tries to save his own life will lose it, but he who loses his life for my sake will 

find it. 

  

Jesus continues. 

 

 “What profit shall there be if a man can buy the whole world, yet loses his own soul?                                          

What is there in this world that is worth his very soul?” 

  

The idea that Jesus was sentimental and nice does not fit the evidence.  

 

He was a loving and truthful person. He knew what led to the way of light and joy, and 

what led a human being to darkness and misery. He loved people enough to tell them the 

truth, no matter how unpalatable, no matter how much the truth would cost him. 

  

He stood at the farthest point possible from those who would say: 

 

 Get them before they get you, or, when they punch, I punch back harder.  

 

Young people especially, are likely to have inklings of the spiritual dimension. 

  

Most of us, especially in our youth, have a sense that Jesus is right. High School kids can 

write wonderful, idealistic essays on the theme: “We shall not live by bread alone.” 

  

But too many of us are soon corrupted by the dealing with the world around us. Ideals 

can be eroded by opportunism and cynicism. - If you can’t beat them, join them.  

We can easily succumb, and accumulate possessions in order to bring happiness, but as 

Jesus tells it this won’t satisfy. 

 

Of course having our basic needs met is essential and Jesus identifies with the poor and 

outcast, and commands us to too I am sure to know that is not what I am talking about.  

 

However, the idea that more and more will make us happier and happier is truly flawed 

and even counterproductive. All of us - even the billionaires among us -  imagine we 

would be happier with a bit more.   

  

Sermon continues …. 
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We were made for something better. Human beings are something more. Our finer 

feelings get us closer to this essence of being human. This essence is the part of us that 

connects with others at a profound level and with God too. 

  

In our saner moments we recognise that this spiritual centre is the true us. It is the vital 

core of the mysterious, self-conscious being that we are.  

 

I fear that we, fed on materialistic propaganda of our current culture, have been led astray 

by those who seek to reduce humanity to a collection complex, living cells. We are a 

profoundly more than that.  

If our inner being is not respected, not honoured and nurtured, if we are not fed with 

spiritual food and exercised by the vigorous activities that are based in love and shaped 

by love, we can become lost. 

  

Junk food is bad for the body. Materialistic values, selfishness, greed, unbridled egotism, 

meaningless sex without love, the thirst for more and more possessions and building a 

wall of security around us that we believe is unassailable; these are among the junk foods 

that will damage our spirit.  

  

The more we try to love things and use other people the more our own spirit will become 

contaminated by these things.  

 

In our western globalised world it is very difficult, even impossible to avoid this culture 

of accumulation. What we can do is to hold onto things lightly, respect people, give 

generously and hold tightly to the ways of Jesus.  

 

“What profit shall there be if a man can buy the whole world, yet lose his own soul? 

What is there in this world that is worth his very soul?” 

  

We have a continuing choice then, between a kingdom of wonder and light and a 

kingdom of darkness. It is our choice. 

 

There is another alternative. The losing that is finding yourself. The dying that is vibrant 

with boundless life.  Choices lead to certain inevitable results; to destinies. 

 

As the Scriptures say, as Jesus says, choose him, choose his way, choose life. 

 

In this time of challenge and anxiety, use the opportunity to deepen that connection with 

the one who rescues and forgives, the one who loves us beyond all bounds the one who 

shows us the Way to authentic living, Jesus our Lord.  Amen. 

 
 

  


