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Sermon   Advent Sunday                               29 November 2020  Dean Phillip Saunders 

Mark 13: 35-37 

  

Watch therefore…… for you do not know when the master of the house will come; in the 

evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow or in the morning..... lest he come and find you 

asleep. And what I say to you I say to all: Watch!    Mark 13: 35-37 
  
What do we think will happen? Tomorrow, next month, next year? Our view of the 
future radically effects how we live today. 
  
I suspect most people see the future in one of two ways: getting worse and worse, or 
getting better and better.  
 
There are many who see the future as a slide into disaster; things are going downhill fast, 
from bad to worse, climate change could mean the end of humanity, our political 
systems are falling apart. More war and suffering than ever before. Some  would even 
say that things were better in some gilded past. 
 

“The children now love luxury; they have bad manners, contempt for authority; they 

show disrespect for elders and love chatter in place of exercise. Children are now tyrants, 

not the servants of their households. They no longer rise when elders enter the room. 

They contradict their parents, chatter before company, gobble up food at the table and 

tyrannise their teachers.” So said Socrates in the fifth century BC. 
 
There are some too who see the future as holding bright promise. Nothing will be 
beyond us if we will only pull together, technology will solve our problems,                     
our better angels will prevail.  
  
The negative outlook tends to produce a a constant state of anxiety, which results in 
either frenetic busy-ness or  paralysis - an inability to act at all. 
 
The optimistic outlook, provided it is not just superficially optimistic like Pollyanna, can 
lead to live purposeful, living.   Because they believe in the future they can dare to be 
relaxed and productive in the present, and be patient for that which takes time to bring 
to fruition. 
  
Of course. We have to admit there seems to be plenty of grounds for pessimism. Most 
pessimists say that they are being actually being realistic. And there are many grounds for 
being pessimistic at the moment.  
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In fact, it’s a brave person who wants to talk about positives in a year of pandemic, 
political and social upheaval, and in Australia devastating fires. 
 

• We are in the midst of a pandemic for goodness sake.  

• Wealth is becoming more and more concentrated in fewer hands 

• Democracy seems to be floundering and autocrats abounding. 

• There are very serious issues with immigration,  

• We do not seem to be looking after our world and life on this planet 

• Extremist politics seems to be becoming influential, and so on and so on. 
 
For many people around the world the outlook does indeed appear bleak.  
 
For the church to ignore the human misery and uncertainty that exists would be a grave 
lack of love. Those of us whose lives are relatively comfortable, compared to the 
majority of humanity cannot pretend that the miseries of others are self-inflicted,           
or flaunt a pious optimism which ignores evil in the world and the suffering of others. 
 
After all the last three of the Five marks of Mission, agreed to by the Anglican 
Communion throughout the world, speak of our role in the world: 
3. To respond to human need by loving service 
4. To transform unjust structures of society, to challenge violence of every kind and 
pursue peace and reconciliation 
5. To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation, and sustain and renew the life of the 
earth. 
 
As followers of Christ we are called to be active in his world for his sake. 
 
However, Christians also see something better than just the bleak aspects of life.              
No matter how anxious we may feel at times, we are called to hope, Watch!  
 

“For your salvation is nearer than when you first believed,” says the Gospel.  
 
Hope is our calling. 
  
This hope is not a matter of ignoring grim reality. It is not pretending that every cloud 
has a silver lining. We are asked to have our eyes wide open and Watch! 
  
Our job is to look honestly at life, to recognise evil and name it openly, yet also to see 
our coming Lord everywhere at work in the world.  
 
The cross remains forever the surest sign of His presence among his people. God can 
therefore bring light out of darkness and growth out of decay. 
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This will only be true for us if we have a firm belief in the future as belonging to the 
God of Christ Jesus. From the very early days, Christians have held to the belief that 
Jesus Christ comes again.  He comes to every generation in judgment and mercy.              
He comes again at the end of time; a final return when he will bring to consummation 
everything he began at Bethlehem. 
  
Christ then is the ultimate destination of history. Not chaos, disease, terrorism, war, 
greed, injustice, cruelty, neglect, survival of the fittest or final world-wide self- 
destruction. None of what the Scriptures call the powers of this present worlds will 
finally rule! 
 
To believe in the Christ who comes again is to live with an indomitable hope. Evil may 
be seem to be everywhere, but it will not win the final day. The ultimate victory lies in 
Christ Jesus. 
  
The Christian hope is not a pale and wan feeling, a tenuous longing. The Christian hope  

is a directive. “Watch!” says Jesus. 
  

“Watch therefore...... for you do not know when the master of the house will come; in 

the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow or in the morning..... lest he come and find 

you asleep. And what I say to you I say to all: Watch!”    Mark 13: 35-37 
  

‘ Watch ’does not mean passive waiting. Not waiting wistfully like children peering out 
the window hoping that the rain would stop so that they can go outside to play.   
  
Watch means to be ready for him here and now as he confronts us in the rough and 
tumble of life, to co-operate with him in his saving ministry among our modern 

equivalent of the “tax gatherers and sinners.‘  ”Watch ’also mean seeing him at the end 
of all things as the last Final Word, the loving climax of history, yet to be loved and 
served right now. 
 
So hope is not simply a sunny disposition which some have in larger quantities than 
others. Hope is not some special feeling that we get and privately must cultivate, like 
growing a hot-house plant in a cold climate.    
  
Hope is a response to Jesus. It is a matter of the will. It involves commitment.  Hope 
then is living pro-actively in spite of all the barriers we encounter, or the darkest clouds 
that loom on the horizon.  Hope is being committed to the bedrock of the Gospel in a 
world increasingly riven by distrust and fear. 
  
Watch! says Jesus. Be ready for me. I am the final word. Watch and join me in my 
mission of hope. 
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These words from that French theologian and scientist Teilhard de Chardin: 

“Creative energy awaits us, ready to work in us a transformation beyond anything the 

human eye has seen or the ear heard. Who can say what God would fashion out of us if, 

trusting his words, we dared to follow his counsels to the very end and surrender 

ourselves to his providence.” 

“To be ready has never seemed to mean anything to me but this: to be straining 

forwards.” 
  

“Watch”, says Jesus. “Look ahead and see me coming to fulfil all things with love and 
joy.” 
  

 

The Lord be with you 
 


