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The parable in Matthew is all about the way Jesus’ audience is passing up the 
chance to share in the kingdom.  
 
The parables we have heard these last weeks get more and more pointed, making it 
clearer and clearer that all of this focuses on Jesus.  Jesus and the kingdom of God 
go together - to reject one is to reject the other.  
 
 It is clear from the way that they react to the stories that the Pharisees understand 
what is being said, and that it is directed towards them:  it’s just that they don’t 
believe it. They do not believe that this ordinary human being, standing before them, 
taking liberties with the tradition that they alone understand and are authorised to 
interpret, has their lives i his hand. They do not believe that their reaction to him will 
decide their fates.  Would you have done? Or are you by any chance, the man 
without a wedding robe? 
 
It is terribly hard to feel that this man is being treated fairly. After all, he didn’t know 
he was going to be invited, and if the rest of the guests were picked up off the 
streets, how well dressed were any of them? You imagine this poor guest sitting 
there, eating as much as he can, filling up his cup steadily, not sure what he is doing 
there, but determined to make the most of it. Then all of a sudden, there’s the King.  
 
The man is completely thrown, perhaps he hadn’t even realised where he was. He 
had just gone along with the crowd, eager for a free feed. He didn’t know he was 
celebrating the Son’s banquet. The King’s initial question is quite friendly in tone. All 
kinds of possible responses might have allowed the man to stay at the banquet.  He 
could have said, ‘I could see how urgent it was, and I wanted to make sure I didn’t 
miss it.’  Or, ‘I don’t own a wedding gown, but I would love to borrow one.’  Instead, 
he was silent, and he loses his chance. 
 
Like the people who rejected the initial invitation, this guest is not interested in his 
relationship with the King.  He never expected or wanted to meet him or speak to 
him, and he doesn’t care what the banquet if for.   
 
This is Matthew’s sombre warning  -  unless we have come to rejoice with the Son, 
there is nothing for us here. 
 
The Lord be with you. 


