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**************************************************** 
Save the date: AGM postponed 
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, the Friends of St 
Saviour’s Cathedral AGM and annual service have 
been postponed until Saturday 13 March 2021. The 
service will be held in the Cathedral at 11am with the 
meeting afterwards in the Mary Thomas Room in  
the Cathedral Hall. It would be good if you could  
note down this date and advise the secretary  

in March of your likely attendance. (13 Hurst Street 
Goulburn 2580, phone 0490 022 611, or 
grahamholgate002@gmail.com). There will be no 
organised luncheon but there are many places in 
Goulburn to have lunch and socialise (if no 
restrictions). It will be good to meet up again after 
having to cancel events this year. 

****************************************************
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Friends of St Saviour’s 

Cathedral 
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Newsletter 65, Issue 1/2020 
Patron: Bishop Mark Short 

The Friends of 

St Saviour’s Cathedral 

Invite you to 

A Soup and Sandwich Lunch That Isn’t 
 

During the month of October we invite you  
to have your own Soup & Sandwich Lunch, perhaps with 

friends or family, and send a donation to the Friends. 

This is in lieu of our usual Soup & Sandwich Lunch which couldn’t be held this year because of Covid-19. 
We look forward to hearing of your luncheon event with a photo if possible.   

Thank you for your continued generosity and support of the Friends of the Cathedral. 
R.S.V.P. with donation to  

Leah Edge, Treasurer of the Friends of St Saviour’s Cathedral 
PO Box 1290, Goulburn, 2580 

Or Direct Deposit to Friends of St Saviour's Cathedral 

BSB 032721, Account No 138962. 
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Our Covid Journey at the Cathedral – by Dean Phillip  
What a year this has been so far! Firstly, with the worst 
air quality in the world - because of the horrendous fires 
on the South Coast, and then because of Covid19. 2020 
has been marked by horrendous loss of life and 
property, first with the fires and then the pandemic, as 
well as a significant social and economic disruption 
locally and round the world. 
 No doubt the experience of the Cathedral 
community was similar to other parishes and 
chaplaincies. If you can remember back that far, we had 
to adjust rapidly as directions from the Governments 
changed frequently as the seriousness of the situation 
increased.  
 We closed for Sunday Services on 22nd of March.  
 The Bishop had planned to record a regular Sunday 
Service for the diocese from the Cathedral, and in fact 
our first Sunday service online was with the Bishop. 
However the rules concerning travel tightened and it 
was not possible to travel from Canberra.  
 We decided to have regular online services, and to 
expand our pew bulletin to include parts of the Sunday 
liturgy, readings and sermon, as well as any news that is 
topical. For those without internet a team of 
parishioners hand deliver the pew bulletin each week 
which has kept a sense of connection. The clergy and 
others have kept in touch by phone too.  
 We are blessed with a Director of Music, Barbara 
Griffin, who had been a videographer in a former life so 
when, at first, we could only have three people in the 
cathedral for recording, the three were Canon Anne, 
Barbara and me. Barbara was able to blend voices in the 
choir who could not be in the room together. As time 
went on and restrictions eased slightly, several more 
people were added to the team and we were able to use 
two cameras.  

 Easter liturgies are always particularly extensive in a 
Cathedral. At St Saviours we continued online with all 
the regular Easter Events. Bishop Carol participated by 
preaching at several services from the lectern in All 
Saints Bodalla.  
 Anzac Day was another great online service with the 
Mayor of Goulburn, Cr Bob Kirk, bringing a greeting for a 
city in lockdown. 
 Our online services became quite popular and were - 
and are - watched from people around the diocese and 
even overseas. Our online congregation have remarked 
about the views of the cathedral afforded by the 
services. This is good for awareness of the unique place 
of St Saviour’s in the diocese and nation. 
 After a great deal of organisation and planning, we 
opened again for Sunday Services on September 6th and 
many of our people returned. It was good to be back as 
the worshipping community of faith, but it was bitter 
sweet, with Covid plans including masks, social 
distancing, registration, no singing, cleaning after every 
service etc.  
 Because some of our people are hesitant to return, 
and because our online audience is wider than the 
parish, we are continuing with the online services, until 
at least the end of 2020. 
 In the midst of this terrible pandemic we have learnt 
a few things. Like everyone we have been compelled to 
become more media savvy. We have also developed a 
new appreciation of the essential importance of the 
worshipping community.   
 We have had to slow down too, and perhaps learnt 
more about relying on God in our every day. 
 God bless you all as we continue on this journey. 
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St Saviour’s Rose - by Diana Body  
An email received by the Cathedral office in June this 
year was forwarded on to the Friends. It was a request 
asking if St Saviour’s roses were still available and if so 
where one could be obtained.  
Joanne Babb, the secretary of the Southern Highlands 
Rose Society, had seen the St Saviour’s roses in the 
garden outside the Goulburn Information Centre and 
fell in love with them. Joanne’s two little dogs, Noni 
and Pie enjoyed sniffing around the roses too. 
 The Friends of the Cathedral decided in 2011 that 
producing a St Saviour’s Rose, with the assistance of 
Swane’s Nursery, would be a good way to mark the 
150th anniversary of the Diocese in 2013. The City of 
Goulburn also celebrated 150 years as a city in 2013. 
Geoff Kettle, the Mayor and a good friend of the 
Cathedral, encouraged the Council to purchase 150 
roses for the public gardens in Goulburn. Those roses 
have been very well cared for and have flourished. I 
encourage you to visit the rose garden at the 
Information Centre. 
 The roses, planted at the Cathedral, were not in an 
ideal location but it was the only area available to 
plant them. In recent years, despite the drought, 
bushfires and the closest water tap being removed, 
they have struggled on. Joanne’s request was an 
answer to prayer and I felt we could make some of 
these available for re-location if they were suitable. 
 Having contacted Joanne and made the suggestion, 
which she was very happy about, we met up at the 
Cathedral in July. A more friendly, cheerful, 

enthusiastic, practical person and passionate rose 
grower you could not hope to meet!  Her husband 
Maurie and their little dogs, Noni and Pie also came to 
assist. 
 We set to work, weeded the bed, selected the 
suitable roses to transplant, watered and fed them 
with Seasol and lifted three small bushes. Joanne had 
told me her sister and brother-in-law were caring for 
the rose garden at St Bede’s Catholic Church in 
Braidwood, so it seemed quite appropriate to send St 
Saviour to Braidwood to join Kardinal, Pope John Paul 
II, St Patrick and others. 
 The Catholic church has always been very good 
having named roses. I remember saying to Finnbarr at 
Swane’s, that there should be a rose named for St 
Fiacre, the patron saint of gardeners (at least Joanne’s 
husband taught me to pronounce St Fiacre correctly!). 
For those who may be interested it is St Fee-ucca not 
Fie-acre. 
Joanne made a very generous donation to the Friends 
of the Cathedral for the roses and we hope they will 
be happy and flourish with the TLC that will be 
bestowed on them in their new locations in Mittagong 
and Braidwood. 
 Joanne and I met up again recently at the 
Cathedral and fed, watered, weeded and mulched the 
remaining roses and enjoyed a cup of tea and good 
chat afterwards. 
 This has been a joyous and positive contact and a 
productive exercise in this COVID-19 year. 
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St Saviour’s Rose (continued) 
 

 

Maurie and Joanne Babb 

 

 

Joanne, Noni and Pie 

 

Joanne with her St Saviour’s rose bushes 

 

Diana Body and Joanne Babb tending to the St Saviour’s 
rose garden 

 

A prayer for our Cathedral as we end an unusual 2020 and look to 2021 

Fill this place with your presence O Lord. 
Keep far from it all the snares of the enemy. 

May your holy angels dwell herein to preserve us in peace, 
And may your blessing be upon us evermore.  Amen 

From the service of Compline, Book of Common Prayer 

 

A message from the executive 

President Diana Body, with the Friends’ executive, wishes everyone a happy and peaceful 
Christmas and hopefully a return to more normal activities in 2021. 

 

       
 

 

 
Secretary/ Newsletter Editor: Graham Holgate, 13 Hurst Street, Goulburn NSW 2580  Mobile: 0490 022 611 

The Cathedral Church of Saint Saviour - Bourke Street Goulburn, PO Box 205 Goulburn NSW 2580 
Phone 02 4821 2206    Fax 02 4822 2639 

E-mail office@goulburncathedral.org.au  Website www.goulburncathedral.org.au 




